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Some highlights from this week:
The cold weather is upon us but it doesn’t stop us getting out and about in our beautiful school grounds. Today Year 5 had their Forest School day in the morning and then visited Christ Church cemetery in the afternoon to further their research into World War 1, locating the war graves and recording information.
Year 3 Archaeologist visit
On Wednesday Year 3 were excited to welcome the archaeologist, Dr John Hill, to their classroom. Dr Hill is an expert in the British Stone Age and also a lecturer at Liverpool University. The children were fascinated to hear him talk about his experiences of being on a dig and uncovering the artefacts.  He showed artefacts that dated from the Palaeolithic period of the Stone Age, right through the Neolithic Era, and the children were able to handle them too - axe heads, arrowheads, cooking utensils, various other tools for hunting and cooking. They were amazed by the Mammoth’s teeth and other animal bones. The children were also able to experiment with flint and steel to make fire!   Dr John Hill | Sourcery by Schools Prehistory
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Advent

This Sunday marks the start of Advent and the children will begin their Advent journey in school next week. Advent is a time of preparation, reflection and welcoming Jesus

into our lives. It is a great time for the family to spend time at home thinking of all they have to be grateful for and praying together for their hopes for the future.

In school the children have been talking about how they can spread kindness this Advent – please see the St Julie’s Kindness Advent Calendar attached with this bulletin.

Please see the RE tab on the website for more Advent activities and the RE newsletter.

Festive Carol Concert - Thursday 7th December, at Eccleston Library 11am
Join St Julie’s Year 4 Choir for a festive performance of classic carols at Eccleston Library as part of the Christmas Tree Lighting Celebration. Spread some holiday cheer and enjoy a warm welcome with light refreshments.
CAFOD fundraising during Advent

On Thursday the children had an assembly led by CAFOD to launch our Advent fundraising. Each class will be raising money for CAFOD and aiming to buy a World Gift. World Gifts are a way of changing the lives of families and communities by providing a soup kitchen, teaching someone to read, providing chickens so families can produce eggs to eat or sell and many other life changing examples. See the link for further details https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
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Year 2 Nativity and Christmas Carol Services

Everyone is invited to join us in St Julie’s Church for the performance of the Nativity by Year 2 on Wednesday 20th December at 2pm. The whole school will be joining in with the Carols and the traditional retelling of the birth of Jesus, bringing us the true meaning of Christmas.

The other classes will each be performing a carol service in the school hall, dates as follows:

Wednesday 6th December 2:45pm  - Year 4 with strings
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Thursday 7th December 2:50pm – Year 6
Monday 11th December 2:50pm – Year 3
Tuesday 12th December 2:50pm – Year 5
Wednesday 13th December 2:50pm – Year 1
PFA events:

Friday 8th December - Christmas Fair 3-5pm Parish Hall
St Julie’s PFA are now selling School Uniform (pre-loved) Online.  Please click on the QR code in the attachment/flyer emailed with this bulletin to take you to the shop.  If you need anything in particular email
friendsofstjuliepfa@gmail.com
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St Julie’s school has a history of supporting Our Warm Welcome in providing support for the refugees in St Helens. We call upon your kindness and in support of our Live Simply mission of living in solidarity with people in poverty to ask if you could help in the weeks leading up to Christmas by donating the following items:
Second hand coats for all ages, children and adults.
MEN’S SHOES.
Suitacases 
Please send any donations into school and they will be collected by Our Warm Welcome. 
Thank you to those who have already sent in coats, they are greatly appreciated.

Christmas Party Lunch – Deadline for orders is Friday 9th December.[image: image3.png]



Information for if your child has a packed lunch BUT would like to have a Christmas Party Box on Party day.
ALL children on hot dinners will receive a Christmas Party Box
On Party day, the 18th December for Juniors and 19th December for Infants, children can have a Party Box lunch consisting of: cheese, tuna or ham sandwich, sausage roll, Pombears, a shortbread Christmas tree and a carton drink.

If any Junior child who normally has a packed lunch would like to have a Christmas Party Box, please pay £2.60 online via School Money by Friday 9th December. If your child is in the infants, there is no charge but we ask that you let us know via the School Spider survey from next Monday, for catering purposes.  
Once again, if your child already has hot dinners you do not need to do anything!
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Wear it well for Willowbrook

As the season of giving is upon us, we continue to think about others who are in need. We invite you to support one of our local charities, Willowbrook Hospice. On Christmas dinner day, Wednesday 13 December, children can add a touch of festive cheer to their uniforms while also giving back to their community. Children can add festive headwear to their standard uniform and donate a small amount of £1 towards Willowbrook Hospice.
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Christmas Jumper Day and Santa dash
On Friday, children can wear a Christmas Jumper with their uniform. The Sports Ambassadors have also organised a Santa Dash to take place on the same day. They would like everyone to donate at least a pound - to be shared between school for sports equipment and Claire House Hospice. Children can wear a Santa/Elf hat while they dash! 
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Why not share the pleasure of reading this Christmas?

Reading for pleasure opens up new worlds for children. It gives them the opportunity to use their imagination to explore new ideas, visit new places and meet new characters.

Reading for pleasure also improves children’s well-being and empathy. It helps them to understand their own identity and gives them an insight into the world and the views of others. Research shows that reading for pleasure can be directly linked to children’s success throughout their time at school and even into adulthood. 

So what better gift can you give to your child this Christmas? There are recommended reading lists for all year groups on the school website on the Curriculum Page – Reading tab.
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             St Julie’s Awards of the Week

	
	Star for showing Unity
	Book explorer
	Marvellous mathematician

	Reception
	Jack
	Francis
	Olivia

	Year 1
	Arthur
	Joseph
	Georgie W

	Year 2
	Luke
	Josie K
	Jack C

	Year 3
	Harry
	Danielle
	Ben F

	Year 4
	Alissa
	Scarlett
	Teddy B

	Year 5
	Elizabeth
	Bertie
	Lily

	Year 6
	Albie
	Sophia
	Hannah


Attendance

Excellent attendance at school is important to allow a child to fulfil their potential.  I am confident in your support in ensuring that your child strives for 100% attendance each week. 

Holidays during term time will not be authorised. 
Each week we will report on attendance figures for each year group.
	Year Group
	% Attendance for w/e 01.12.23

	Year R
	94.24

	Year 1
	97.50

	Year 2
	98.86

	Year 3
	93.71

	Year 4
	98.29

	Year 5
	97.22

	Year 6
	97.65


Well done to Year 2 who had the highest attendance this week.

Our whole school attendance this week is 96.78%
Diary w/c 04.12.2023
Monday


8am Gymnastics Year 1, 2, 3
                                               Y1/Y2/KS2 Multi-sports club  3:20 – 4:15
                                               Y5/6 Young Voices choir  3:20 - 4:15  
Tuesday


World of Glass assembly for KS2 and Year 1 and 2 

                                               Visit to Eccleston Library – Stone Age
                                                KS2 Multi-sports club  3:20 – 4:15                                                
Wednesday


8am Gymnastics Year 4, 5, 6
                                               Y1/Y2 Computing club 3:20 - 4:15

                                               Y3/Y4 Lego/Construction club   3:20 - 4:15                                                                                       

Thursday


11am Eccleston Library tree lighting: Year 4 choir

                                                Year 6 Carols 2:50pm
                                                Y4 Sacramental programme session 3 after school
Friday
                    Christmas Jumper day and Santa Dash
                                               PFA Christmas fair – Parish Hall straight from school until 5pm
Further dates for your Diary
            
 

Monday 11 December                        - Year 3 Carols 2:50pm
Tuesday 12 December                       - Year 5 carols 2:50pm
Wednesday 13 December                  - Christmas Dinner day
Wednesday 13 December                  - Wear it well for Willowbrook – Christmas headwear for £1 donation

Wednesday 13 December                  - Year 1 Carols 2:50pm
Thursday 14 December                      - Reception class Carols 2:50pm
Thursday 14 December                      - Y4 First Forgiveness in St Julie’s Church 5pm
Monday 18 December                        - Junior Christmas Party day
Monday 18 December                        - Christmas Crafts after school club Y1 to Y6
Tuesday 19 December                       - Infant Christmas party day
Wednesday 20 December                  - Nativity Service in church to be led by Y2 2pm

Thursday 21 December                      - School closes for Christmas break.
January 2024 -  Year 6 will begin their swimming lessons and also Bikeability sessions. Please make sure that you have signed up for Bikeability via the link that you have been emailed if you want your child to take part in the session.

Primary School Admissions 

The website is now open for parents who wish to apply online: www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions 
Children who turn 5 between 1 September 2024 and 31 August 2025 are eligible to apply for a place in primary school. The deadline for submission of primary school applications is 15 January 2024. The Archdiocese have asked us to remind parents seeking a reception class place at our school, even if you have a sibling in the school, of the need for baptism prior to application and to take prompt action if baptism has not already taken place.
“A caring family school, where we learn, grow and walk in the footsteps of Jesus.”
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St Julie pray for us, protect us and bless us.
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