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    ST. JULIE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL - ECCLESTON



   26/01/2024

Dear Parents and Carers,
[image: image5.jpg]RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch

During the day today, the children have spent time in the school grounds as part of the RSPB Schools Birdwatch. The mild weather made for a perfect day of bird spotting as the children observed the variety of birds in our school grounds with their binoculars. The science ambassadors have been organising the bird spotting at break times and will continue next week. We are blessed to have such a wonderful environment around us.
You can still take part at home over the weekend. Count the birds you see in your garden or from your window and record what you see. 

Helpful resources are available via the website https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch
Children who participate in the Birdwatch will earn Children’s University credits so please send in your completed chart or photos.
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Parents’ Night

Our Spring term parents’ nights will take place on Wednesday 7 and Thursday 8 February. Appointments will be held in school and will be for 10 minutes, including an opportunity to look at your child’s work. Bookings will be via School Spider and will go live on Monday – a text message will be sent before the booking opens.
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TT Rockstars Battle – the results! 
Y4 628 points V Y3 251 points
Congratulations to the winners – Year 4

Top scorer in Year 3: William Mc
Top scorer in Year 4: Jude Q
Y6 967 points V Y5 148 points

Congratulations to the winners – Year 6
Top scorer in Year 5: Thomas K
Top scorer in Year 6: Alice B
Well done to everyone who worked as part of their class team and took part.

The top 3 scorers from each year group received their certificate in assembly this morning.
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Marvellous Maths sessions
This term we will once again be holding our Marvellous Maths sessions – an opportunity for a parent/carer or grandparent to come into school just before home time to share maths activities with their child.
The aim of the sessions this term is to provide information to parents/carers about how they can support their child with maths homework. The teacher will provide an overview of the calculation strategies the children are taught to use in their current year group. There will be an opportunity to ask questions and then to share some activities with the children using the strategies and manipulatives discussed.
Parents/carers/grandparents are invited to come to school via the front entrance on Brooklands Road at 2:45pm to join their child for the session. Don’t worry if you can’t make it, there will be school staff around to make sure all children can join in the maths activities with their friends.
Wednesday 31st January – Year 3
Thursday 1st February – Year 2

Friday 2nd February – Year 5

Our Maths Ambassadors have enjoyed supporting children during the Marvellous Maths sessions.
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 This week’s flyer from National Online Safety is: “What children and young people need to know about Free Speech v Hate Speech.” 
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Parent Governor election

St Julie’s Governing Body are now looking to elect a Parent Governor.  Details about the role of Governors and Nomination papers have been emailed to parents. If you would like to stand for election please complete the nomination form and return it to the school no later than Monday 29th January 2024. You may also include a short personal statement to support your nomination, which should be no longer than 250 words. Self-nominations will be accepted but if you are nominating another parent, please seek their prior consent. Forms can be sent in or emailed to the school office - emails marked “Parent Governor nomination.” Thank you.
Government funded fruit for KS2 children
Children in the juniors can now also receive a piece of fruit each day as part of a government initiative providing healthy snack choices. They can have the fruit at morning break or bring home a piece of fruit at the end of the day. 
Dangerous Parking
We have welcomed support from the local police force in monitoring the dangerous parking at drop-off and pick-up and the report in the local paper about the illegal parking that takes place here and at many schools across St Helens. However, inconsiderate parking continues. It is extremely disappointing that a number of parents and grandparents do not consider the safety of children and continue to disregard warnings about keeping children and other road users safe, all for the sake of the convenience of a shorter walk to school.
DO NOT park on the corners of Acacia and Brooklands at any time – it causes a dangerous bottle neck and blocks the view of the road for pedestrians trying to cross. DO NOT stop on the zigzags or swing your car round at this junction.
When using the church car park, please walk children along the path around the edge of the car park to ensure their safety. 
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Children's Mental Health Week 

Children’s Mental Health Week will take place from 5-11 February 2024. The theme this year is ‘My Voice Matters’.

My Voice Matters is about empowering children and young people by providing them with the tools they need to express themselves.

When we feel empowered, there’s a positive impact on our wellbeing. Children who feel that their voices are heard and can make a difference have a greater sense of community and self-esteem. This year, we want children of all ages, backgrounds and abilities to be empowered to work together to create a positive change for their mental health and wellbeing.

During Children’s Mental Health Week, we want all children and young people to be able to say – and believe - “My Voice Matters.”
On Friday 9th February, in school we will ‘Dress to Express.’ Children are encouraged to use colour to express themselves by wearing a colourful outfit or an outfit of their choice to express themselves or perhaps one of their interests. Children can wear their favourite colour or choose a range of colours that express how they’re feeling. It is a chance to EXPRESS YOURSELF!  
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             St Julie’s Awards of the Week

	
	Star for showing resilience
	Book explorer
	Marvellous mathematician

	Reception
	Ezra
	Isla
	Myles

	Year 1
	Poppy 
	Seb
	Matthew

	Year 2
	Josefina D
	Eliza
	Ivy 

	Year 3
	Dominic F
	Olivia
	Riley

	Year 4
	India
	Jude
	Alexa

	Year 5
	Isaac K
	Lily Y
	Zack T

	Year 6
	Charlie
	Bella M
	Isabella N
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              “From the first day of term to the last, the small moments in a school day make a real difference to your child.” #AttendanceCounts

                   At St Julie’s our attendance is excellent and we know that parents and carers value the education that your children receive. This week you should have received an email from us informing you that the Government is launching a national campaign to remind parents and carers of the importance of school attendance and promoting the importance of being in school, on time, every day.
Useful website Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk)                                                         
	Year Group
	% Attendance for w/e 26.01.24

	Year R
	97.88

	Year 1
	97.93

	Year 2
	98.0

	Year 3
	96.47

	Year 4
	99.43

	Year 5
	90.29

	Year 6
	97.94


Well done to Year 4 who had the highest attendance this week.

Our whole school attendance this week is 96.85%
Punctuality

Thank you to everyone who has made a great start to the new year and a new term by arriving at school on time. A reminder to make sure that you arrive at the school gates in plenty of time for your child to get to their classroom. Children are expected to be in class by 8.50am. Children arriving after 8:50am will be marked as “Late” in the register. 
St Helens Borough Council update on Measles outbreaks
Please share the following link with all your families to try and ensure that the outbreaks of measles across the country are limited. 
   Protect your family from measles amid new outbreaks
Diary w/c 29.01.2024
Monday


8am Gymnastics Year 1, 2, 3

                                               Y1/Y2/KS2 Multi-sports club  3:20 – 4:15
                                               Y5/6 Young Voices choir  3:20 - 4:15  
Tuesday


Year 1 Apple of my eye
                                               KS2 table tennis club  3:20 – 4:15                                                
Wednesday


8am Gymnastics Year 4, 5, 6

                                               Year 3 Marvellous Maths session – 2:45pm

                                               Year 6 Collective Worship 3pm
                                               Y1/Y2 Spanish club 3:20 - 4:15

                                               KS2 Sewing club 3:20 – 4:15
                                               4:30pm Year 6 SATs meeting for parents/carers                                                                                      

Thursday


Year 1 visit to Eccleston library
                                               Y6 swimming lesson

                                               Year 2 Marvellous Maths session 2:45pm
                                               Y1/Y2 Lego/Construction club   3:20 - 4:15
                                               KS2 Dodgeball 3:20 – 4:15
Friday
                    Year 5 Marvellous Maths session 2:45pm
Further dates for your Diary
Tuesday 6 February               Young Voices Concert at MEN Arena

Wednesday 7 February          Parents’ Night in school
Thursday 8 February              Parents’ Night in school
Friday 9 February                   Dress to express yourself (non-uniform day)
Friday 9 February                   School closes for half term break

Monday 19 February              School reopens

Thursday 22 February            Year 4 Sacramental meeting 3:20-4:00 session 5

Wednesday 6 March              Year 1 Knowsley Safari Park  
Thursday 7 March         
Year 4 Sacramental meeting 3:20-4:00 session 6

Monday 11 March                  Science week

Monday 11 March                  Year 2 Apple of my eye

Monday 18 March                  Year 3 Apple of my eye

Thursday 28 March                Easter Passion Service in church led by Year 5 1:30pm

Thursday 28 March                School closes for Spring break
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Monday 15 April                     School reopens

Thursday 18 April                   Year 5 swimming lessons commence at Queens Park
 “A caring family school, where we learn, grow and walk in the footsteps of Jesus.”  

St Julie pray for us, protect us and bless us.
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