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    ST. JULIE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL - ECCLESTON



   29/11/2024

Dear Parents and Carers,
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Great excitement today at the arrival of Santa’s Elves! These weren’t your normal Elf on the Shelf but real-life Elves all around school – all in line with ‘Elf and Safety regulations of course.  At the end of the day the Elves all agreed that they would be reporting back to Father Christmas to say how wonderful the children at St Julie’s are…

Thank you to all the staff for joining in and making the children laugh today and bringing festive cheer - hopefully a happy day for the children to remember!
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On Monday a group of Year 5 children were our proud St Julie representatives at a COP 29 conference hosted by De La Salle. Along with pupils from local primary schools the children considered some of the challenges facing our planet. St Helens council gave a presentation to the children on their response to caring for our environment. The children participated in a variety of workshops, which included making bags from recycled T-shirts. The children returned to school bubbling with suggestions for what we could do to care for our environment. 
[image: image3.png]


Advent

This Sunday marks the start of Advent and the children will begin their Advent journey in school next week. Advent is a time of preparation, reflection and welcoming Jesus into our lives. It is a great time for the family to spend time at home thinking of all they have to be grateful for and praying together for their hopes for the future. In school the children have been talking about how they can spread kindness this Advent.  Please see the RE tab on the website for more Advent activities.

To mark the start of advent as a school and parish together, everyone is invited to the Advent Service at St Julie’s Church this Sunday 1st December 2024 at 4pm with Parishioners and Children from school – all welcome.  
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Christmas Party Lunch – if your child has a hot dinner they will automatically be provided with a Christmas Party Lunch.  But if your child has a packed lunch and would like to have a Christmas Party Box on Party day, please complete the survey on School Spider by Friday 6th December at the latest.  
On Christmas Party Day - 16th December for Juniors and 17th December for Infants, children can have a Party lunch consisting of: cheese, tuna or ham sandwich, sausage roll, cupcake, crisps and a drink.

The cost of the Party Lunch is £2.95 which should be paid online via School Money (no charge for infants).  Deadline for orders is Friday 9th December.[image: image13.jpg]



Once again, if your child already has a hot dinner, you do not need to do anything!
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Santa dash – Friday 6th December
The Sports Ambassadors have also organised a Santa Dash to take place on Friday 6th December They would like everyone to donate at least a pound - to be shared between school for sports equipment and Claire House Hospice. Children can wear a Santa/Elf hat while they dash! 
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Wear it Well for Willowbrook

As the season of giving is upon us, we continue to think about others who are in need. We invite you to support one of our local charities, Willowbrook Hospice. On Christmas dinner day, Wednesday 11th December, children can add a touch of festive cheer to their uniforms while also giving back to their community. Children can add festive headwear to their standard uniform and donate a small amount of £1 towards Willowbrook Hospice.
Christmas Jumper Day – Friday 13th December

Jumpers to be worn with school uniform.
St Julies Design a Christmas Jumper Competition
The Art and Design and Technology Ambassadors would like you to take part designing a Christmas jumper. 

Be creative, colourful and Christmassy!

Entries MUST be returned by Friday 13th December.  Winners will be announced on Friday 20th December.
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Year 2 Nativity and Christmas Carol Services

Everyone is invited to join us in St Julie’s Church for the performance of the Nativity by Year 2 on Thursday 19th December at 2pm. The whole school will be joining in with the Carols and the traditional retelling of the birth of Jesus, bringing us the true meaning of Christmas.

The other classes will each be performing a carol service in the school hall, dates as follows:

Tuesday 3rd December 2:45pm - Year 4
Wednesday 4th December 2:45pm - EYFS
Thursday 5th December 2:45pm – Year 6
Tuesday 10th December 2:45pm – Year 5

Wednesday 11th December 2:45pm – Year 1

Thursday 12th December 2:45pm – Year 3
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Why not share the pleasure of reading this Christmas?
Reading for pleasure opens up new worlds for children. It gives them the opportunity to use their imagination to explore new ideas, visit new places and meet new characters.  Reading for pleasure also improves children’s well-being and empathy. It helps them to understand their own identity and gives them an insight into the world and the views of others. Research shows that reading for pleasure can be directly linked to children’s success throughout their time at school and even into adulthood. 

So what better gift can you give to your child this Christmas? There are recommended reading lists for all year groups on the school website on the Curriculum Page – Reading tab.
PFA 100 Club Winners:

November 1st prize £50 Cathy Worthington
November 2nd prize £20 John Vickers
November 3rd prize £12.50 Tara Kelly

The children and the PFA would like to thank AK Bathrooms for their kind donation of the Christmas tree for the school hall and for all of the Bingo Line prizes.
Could we please remind parents that your child must be in school by 8.50am – if you arrive later than 8.50am please could you walk your child into school via the office and wait for a member of staff to escort them into their class room.  Children must be accompanied to the office to ensure they are handed over to a staff member, they must not be left to walk into school from the main gate without a parent/carer/adult.
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Parents must apply for leave of absence during term time in all instances. A form, to request in writing a leave of absence, is available from the school office or alternatively it can be requested via email. Parents must apply to the Headteacher at least 2 weeks before the intended absence and provide necessary evidence of the exceptional circumstance. The Headteacher will decide if the leave will be granted and how many days will be authorised. Where the Headteacher does not grant an application for leave of absence and parents decide to take the leave anyway, the absence will be unauthorised, and the parents may receive a Penalty Notice Fine.  
	Year Group
	% Attendance for w/c 25.11.24

	Year R
	89.55

	Year 1
	97.10

	Year 2
	93.45

	Year 3
	96.57

	Year 4
	99.39

	Year 5
	97.71

	Year 6
	97.14


Well done to Year 4 who had the highest attendance this week.
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                  St Julie’s Awards of the Week
	
	Star for showing Unity
	Book explorer
	Marvellous mathematician

	Reception
	Scarlet
	Jacob
	Geoffrey

	Year 1
	Emilie
	Stanley
	Oliver

	Year 2
	Vienna
	Nancy
	Elliott

	Year 3
	Isla
	Brooke 
	Lennie

	Year 4
	Riley
	Ben
	Ted A

	Year 5
	Georgia
	Scarlett
	Findlay

	Year 6
	Bonnie
	Josie-Mo
	Isaac


The Winter Holiday Activity and Food Programme (HAF)
The Winter Holiday Activity and Food Programme (HAF) will be running from Monday 23rd December 2024 to Friday 3rd January 2025 for all eligible children, young people and families.
The activity bookings links will go live on Tuesday 3rd December at 1.00pm for families to book their Winter activities, please note that activity places are subject to availability. We would like to ensure that as many eligible families take this offer up over the Winter to remove some of the financial burden to families who may already be on the brink.
Please see below the link to the HAF webpage with all of the information about the Winter programme. 
HAF Winter Programme 2024 - St Helens Borough Council
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Diary w/c 02.12.2024                                                 

Sunday 1 December              Advent Service, St Julie’s church, 4pm – all welcome
Monday

            8am Gymnastics Years 1 – 6
                                               Y1 & Y2 Multi-skills club 3:20 – 4:15
Tuesday                                KS2 Table Tennis 3:20 – 4:15                                              

                                               Year 4 Carols/Violins – 2.45 
Wednesday

            8am Multi-sports Years 1 – 6
                                               EYFS  Carols – 2.45 
                                               Y2 & Y1 Spanish club 3:20 - 4:00

                                               Y5 & Y6 Young Voices 3:20 – 4:15                                               
Thursday                               Year 6 Carols – 2.45
                                               Year 4 sacramental programme session 3, 3:20 – 4pm
                                               Y1 & Y2 Art club 3:20 - 4:15                                               

                                               KS2 Dodgeball 3:20 – 4:15                                              
Friday                                    Santa Dash - £1 donation – Santa or elf hats may be worn
                                               Netball – 3:20 - 4:15                                            
Further dates for your Diary

Monday 9 December


- Year 3 & Year 5 – Aladdin on Ice – return 3.40pm
Wednesday 11 December                 - Christmas Dinner
Friday 13 December                          - Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 13 December                          - Year 4 Sacrament of First Forgiveness in church 5pm

Monday 16 December                       - Junior Christmas Party day

Tuesday 17 December                      - Infant Christmas Party day

Thursday 19 December                     - Nativity led by Year 2 in church 2pm

Friday 21 December                          - School closes for Christmas break.

Monday 6 January 2025                    - School re-opens.  Whole school Mass 9:30 Feast of the Epiphany

Thursday 9 January                           - Year 5 begin weekly swimming lessons at Queens Park Leisure centre 

Primary School Admissions 

Children who turn 5 between 1 September 2025 and 31 August 2026 are eligible to apply for a place in primary school. The deadline for submission of primary school applications is 15 January 2025. The Archdiocese have asked us to remind parents seeking a reception class place at our school, even if you have a sibling in the school, of the need for baptism prior to application and to take prompt action if baptism has not already taken place.

