[image: image6.jpg]


    ST. JULIE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL - ECCLESTON



   07/03/2025

Dear parents and carers,
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On Ash Wednesday this week we entered into the holy season of Lent. 
Lent is a special time when we remember Jesus' journey into the desert and our walk with Him as we journey to Easter.

The year 2025 is a special Jubilee Year as Pope Francis invites us all to be Pilgrims of Hope to build a better world. During Lent we should try and give up a few moments of each day to pray so to help you and your child/ren to do this, we sent home a  Lent prayer intentions sheet which has a daily focus for prayer. You can use this as a family to pray everyday from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday and colour in a leaf each day to show your prayer journey.
When you have completed your prayer intentions, if you return your completed coloured sheet to school after the Easter holidays we will celebrate your journey by awarding 10 Children’s University credits.
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Eucharistic Adoration 2025
As part of our Lenten preparation, we would like to invite families to join us in church after school for 20 minutes of quiet prayer and reflection before the Blessed Sacrament. This will be led by different Year Groups and each will follow a distinct theme.

Weds March 12th  : Y5

Weds March 19th : Y4

Weds March 26th : Y3
Weds April 2nd     : Y6
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This is a family event and children must be accompanied by an adult. Provision will be made for pupils who attend Care Club and would like to participate. We would like as many people as possible to share in this invitation - the side chapel will be available for families with very young children who may find it difficult to be quiet during this period of reflection.
Mass times:

Saturday 6pm at St Thomas of Canterbury

Sunday 9:30am at St Julie

Sunday 11am at Lowe House Church in St Helens                           
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Lent Fund raising 
Lent is traditionally a time of fundraising. The whole school will be involved in fundraising activities to support our local charity, Nugent through the Good Shepherd Appeal. On Friday 28th March there will be an own clothes day in return for a donation to the Good Shepherd Appeal and the Minnie Vinnies will be organising an Easter raffle.

We also see the return of 'Tuna Tuesday' when pupils are asked to donate tins of tuna, which are donated to “Our Warm Welcome”. We are aware that finances are becoming increasingly tight for all and appreciate any donations that can be made.

If you can, please send in a tin of tuna on a Tuesday this half term. Thank you. 
World Book Day celebrations
On Thursday, we all came together in assembly to share in our love of books: the children had certainly used their imaginations to create some fabulous costumes to wear, and those who came as book at bedtime looked very chilled in their pyjamas and onesies. The Reading Ambassadors led the assembly, confidently telling us about the reasons why we celebrate World Book Day and each talking about their own favourite book and why they enjoy it. 
After morning break, one of the Saints players, George Whitby, visited school as part of World Book Day.He spoke to the children about the books that he remembered reading as a child and those that he reads now. Then of course, he answered lots of the children’s questions about being a rugby player for Saints.
During the afternoon the Junior children were delighted to read to the Infant children: Y6 read to Reception, Year 5 and Year 4 read with Year 1 and Year 3 read with Year 2. What a lovely time they all had.

Many children brought in their favourite books to talk about and a book to swap. The sun was shining so it was a perfect opportunity to enjoy some reading outside at break and lunchtime.

This afternoon Year 5 walked to Eccleston library to take part in session as part of the St Helens Book Awards.

A reminder that we have our book exchange for adults in the foyer so that you can share the pleasure of reading all year round too.                     
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Design a National Book Token Competition 2025

Time for children to get creative and DESIGN A NATIONAL BOOK TOKEN for the annual competition! Sponsors, National Book Tokens, are inviting children of all ages to share their creativity – and their love for books and reading – by designing their own fabulous gift cards.

Six winning entrants will bag HUNDREDS of pounds worth of National Book Tokens for their schools and themselves – find out more below!

https://www.worldbookday.com/competition/design-a-nbt/
The closing date for entries is Sunday 6th April 2025. Winners will be announced in May 2025.

SEND Drop in 

Mrs Ashcroft will be holding a drop in session on Tuesday 11th March between 2pm and 3pm for any parents or carers who wish to come and speak to her. No Appointment needed, just come along to the school office. 
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St Julie’s Science Week 10th March – 14th March 2025: Do you use science skills in your job?

Amongst the many activities planned for science week, Mrs McCahey our Science Subject Leader, would like to be able to offer the children across school the opportunity to hear about careers that people do that involve science. If you would like to come into school to talk about how you use science in your real-life job, please contact the school office. We would love to be able to inspire our children to take their science learning further and hear about how science can be useful in a future career.
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St Julie’s Science Fair

We are delighted to announce our next Science Fair. This has now become a traditional part of St Julie’s Science Week. The event will take place on Tuesday 11th March straight after school.
The children are encouraged to investigate an area of science of particular interest to them at their age-appropriate level and present their findings to the school. Children may submit joint entries. Children are encouraged to present their investigations in a creative way and with some explanation of the science behind their project.
The project is to be prepared at home. We welcome, and encourage, parental support. Please ensure that when helping your child that they have a good understanding of what they are doing and will be able to explain their project to other children and adults in school. 

Entry form attached or papers copies available in school from the class teacher.
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School Building Fund (Levy)

Our Archdiocesan contribution for the levy for the academic year 2024-2025 is now due. This is an amount of money that as a Catholic school, the school has to pay to the Liverpool Archdiocese towards a fund that then allocates money for repairs and structural developments to schools. Our school has benefitted over the past few years from re-roofing, extended safety fencing and LED lighting in the Infant building – but as an older building, there is still much to do.  The contribution of £10 per family per year is asked for to help maintain/improve school buildings and can now be paid on School Money.  Many thanks.                            
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PFA Spring events

Thursday 3rd April - PFA Easter Bake-off and cake & coffee after the Passion Service

Friday 4th April - PFA Easter bonnet competition
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              “From the first day of term to the last, the small moments in a school day make a real difference to your child.” #AttendanceCounts.
	Year Group
	% Attendance for w/e 07.03.24

	Year R
	96.36

	Year 1
	98.44

	Year 2
	95.71

	Year 3
	95.14

	Year 4
	91.14

	Year 5
	98.86

	Year 6
	99.71


Well done to Year 6 who had the highest attendance this week.
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 This week’s flyer from National Online Safety is about: “10 top tips for parents and educators using technology to boost reading skills.” 
Walk Once a Week


Well done to all those who have walked to school at least once a week during February.
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	Reception
	12 children 

	Year 1
	16 children 

	Year 2
	18 children 

	Year 3
	14 children 

	Year 4
	19 children 

	Year 5
	18 children 

	Year 6
	20 children 


Well done to the winning class, Year 6, who will look after the trophy this month.
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ALIVING STREETS CAMPAIGN




       St Julie’s Awards of the Week

	
	Star for showing love
	Book explorer
	Marvellous mathematician

	Reception
	Geoffrey
	Charlotte
	Imelda

	Year 1
	Oliver
	Alexander
	Leya

	Year 2
	Nancy
	Jennifer
	Austin

	Year 3
	Jack
	Penelope
	Joel

	Year 4
	William Mc  Thomas O
	Freddie F
	Jed A

	Year 5
	Imogen
	Zachary
	Max

	Year 6
	Matilda
	Lexi-Mai
	Henry
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Diary w/c 10.03.2024
                                                Science Week                                                                                            
Monday

           8am Gymnastics
                                               Reception trip to Windmill Farm
                                               3.20 Y1 & Y2 Football
                                               3.20 Art KS2
Tuesday                                Year 3 Forest School
                                               SEND drop in 2-3pm

                                               Science Fair 3:20 (children must be accompanied by an adult)
                                               3.20 KS2 Football 
Wednesday

            8am Multi Sports
                                               Year 5 Eucharistic Adoration in church 3:30pm  
                                               3.20 Y4 & 5 Ukulele
Thursday                               3:20 KS2 Board Games
                                               3.20 Y1 & Y2 Arts & Crafts                                                                         
                                               3.20 Dodgeball
Friday 
     3:20 Netball
St Vincent de Paul Pop Up Shop!  Saturday 9th March 10am-2pm in Holy Cross Church Hall.  Please Pop in!  
A VARIETY OF CLOTHING FOR ALL AT AFFORDABLE PRICES – Cash only.
Further dates for your Diary

Wednesday 19 March           - Year 4 Eucharistic Adoration in church 3:30pm

Tuesday 25 March                - Year 2 Forest School 

Wednesday 26 March           - Year 3 Eucharistic Adoration in church 3:30pm
Monday 31 March                 - Year 3 Celebration of the Word 3pm in class

Monday 31 March                 - Easter after school crafts event

Tuesday 1 April                     - Year 2 Celebration of the Word 3pm in class
Wednesday 2 April                - Year 6 Eucharistic Adoration in church 3:30pm 

Thursday 3 April                    - Easter Passion Service in church led by Year 5, 2:00pm

Thursday 3 April                    - PFA Easter Bake-off

Friday 4 April                         - PFA Easter bonnet competition

Friday 4 April                         - School closes for Spring break

Tuesday 22 April                   - School reopens

Thursday 24 April                  - Year 4 swimming lessons commence at Queens Park

Thursday 24 April                  - Year 4 Sacramental meeting session 7 in church 6pm
Monday 5 May                       - May Day Bank Holiday

Saturday 10 May                   - First Holy Communion Mass 10am
Monday 12 May                     - Year 6 SATs begin

Saturday 17 May                   - First Holy Communion Mass 10am
Monday 19 May                    - May Procession led by Year 4 for whole school

Tuesday 20 May                   - School photographer for Holy Communion photos, Year 6 and Reception class

Wednesday 21 May              - Year 6 residential at PGL until Friday 23 May
Friday 23 May                       - School closes for Whit holiday

Monday 2 June                     - Staff INSET day

Tuesday 3 June                    - School reopens

Wednesday 11 June             - Fun Sports Day in House Teams 1:30pm

Wednesday 16 July              - Year 6 Leavers Mass 6pm followed by disco
“A caring family school, where we learn, grow and walk in the footsteps of Jesus.”  
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        St Julie pray for us, protect us and bless us.
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